Wednesday, February 11, 2004
Jeremiah 7:1 - 8:22  

When Jeremiah was seen at the city gates proclaiming his continuing message of destruction the people probably jeered, “Yeah, Yeah, We’ve heard it before.”  What do you suppose Jeremiah wanted to say in response?  Certainly different responses rose in his throat depending on the circumstance, but for the most part Jeremiah and his fellow prophets felt a deep compassion for the people even in the face of their hatred (8:18-19, 8:21-9:1). St. Paul had a similar love for his people in the New Testament. He once said that he would give up his own salvation if it could bring his people to Jesus (Romans 9:1-3).  Maybe their combination of honesty and compassion is a characteristic that we Christians should continually emulate.

There are some tough messages that need to be delivered in our own time; some to the “world” but also some to the Christian community. Christians often seem to swing either to the extreme of total condemnation of the sinner with no offered word of Gospel or to the opposite extreme of ignoring or even condoning sinful actions. If we strive to be more like the prophets and Paul, to see the people around us as Christ sees them, how will that affect our words? Will they be words of either condemnation or approval, or a balanced message of God’s warning and His love? 
